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Public Meeting of the Board of Commissioners
Saturday, August 29, 2026, at 11:00 am



 Minutes Draft

Attendance: Chief Walsh, Commissioner Noblet, Commissioner Towers


I. Call to Order
Commissioner Towers called the public meeting to order at 11:03 am.
II. Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Noblet motions to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Towers seconded.
								Motion passed unanimously

III. Presentation / Q&A New Fire Station
Chief Walsh opened with a presentation to a standing-room only public meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  Chief Walsh gave a brief history of the fire district and that it was established in 1950, then went on to annex Langley Fire in 2001.  South Whidbey Fire/EMS has been operational since its establishment and has never stopped serving the community all that time.  

Chief Walsh briefly went over the SWFE 5-year Strategic Plan 2026-2030, outlining the initiatives for the fire district, and how the new station is a vital part of the long-term fiscal responsibility and safety of our community.   Data graphs during the presentation show the growth of the district and that the station’s location in Clinton is strategic for arriving on scene in less than 10minutes.   
	 
There were several questions about water availability and the use of hydrants in the event of a fire.  Chief Walsh explained that the department has 2 water tenders that can hold approx. 3000 gallons of water each.  We also rely on mutual aid from the Dept. of Natural Resources.  SWFE is aware of hydrants in the area that create enough pressure to refill the tender if needed.  

Questions arose on the affordability and need of the new station when there are 2 stations currently in Clinton.   
	Commissioner Towers explains the cost of having the 2 older stations is not sustainable and doesn’t offer any long-term solutions for responding to calls when minutes count.  The plan is to surplus the 2 stations, build a new station from the ground up, and have it fully operational by 2029.  Commissioner Noblet briefly spoke on the older stations not being up to today’s code standards and that it would be costlier to upgrade and remodel than to build new.   We also want to ensure that the new station is built to seismic code to withstand a future earthquake.  

A member of the community raised concerns on the use of the property when it’s sold and another member in attendance mentioned it was his family trust that donated the property back in 1956 and would more than likely acquire the land and bring it back to the trust.  
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Chief Walsh was asked if he knew when another levy may be proposed, and he believes the next levy is10 years from previous levy done in 2024.

There was a question raised on the recommended distance from a residence, and the surrounding brush.  Chief Walsh understands that the Dept. of Natural Resources states a 50 feet perimeter but added that the district has no official stance on distance.    Terra of South Whidbey Prepares also responded and encouraged community members to visit the DNR website for materials and resources available to the public.  

Chief Walsh and the Fire Commissioners expressed appreciation to those in taking time out of their day to attend the public meeting

IV. Adjourn

	Commissioner Noblet motions to adjourn.  Commissioner Towers seconded.

								Motion passed unanimously

	Commissioner Towers adjourns the public meeting at 12:07 pm.








Shari Schroeder,
Board Secretary 
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