South Whidbey Fire/EMS
Press Briefing Talking Points: New Fire Station 32 Construction
Date: July 2026
Subject: Construction, Consolidation, and Strategic Plan for the New Fire Station 32
1. Core Message & Purpose
South Whidbey Fire/EMS is proud to announce the upcoming construction of a new, modern, and fully staffed fire station—Station 32—located in the vicinity of Cultus Bay Road and Deer Lake Road. This strategic initiative directly addresses the evolving safety needs of our growing community by replacing two aging, outdated facilities—the Clinton and Maxwelton stations—with a single, state-of-the-art emergency response hub.
2. Key Talking Points for Staff
Enhanced Response Speed: The primary goal of the new Station 32 is to put more firefighters on the scene of emergencies faster. This strategic location allows South Whidbey Fire/EMS to reach emergencies in the critical Southeast portion of our district in less than 10 minutes.
Overnight Staffing Capabilities: Our existing Clinton and Maxwelton stations are too small, outdated, and lack the physical infrastructure to accommodate overnight staffing. Station 32 will feature modern living quarters, enabling 24/7 on-site staffing to ensure immediate deployment at any hour of the day or night.
Long-Term Fiscal Responsibility: While building a new station is a significant investment, it ultimately reduces long-term operational overhead. By consolidating operations into Station 32, the agency will surplus the old Clinton and Maxwelton stations, sell the land they sit on, and reduce our fire apparatus fleet by half—saving taxpayer dollars on maintenance, utilities, and duplicate equipment.
Project Timeline: Planning, procurement, and design phases are currently underway, with the ultimate target of having the station fully completed, operational, and staffed by the year 2030.



3. Project Comparison & Impact Matrix
	Metric / Feature
	Current Operational State
	Future State (Station 32 - 2030)

	Facilities
	2 separate small, aging stations (Clinton & Maxwelton)
	1 centralized, modern facility (Station 32)

	Overnight Staffing
	Not possible due to space/facility constraints at Clinton & Maxwelton
	Fully accommodated with modern crew quarters

	Response Time (South East)
	Delayed due to off-site staffing dispatch requirements
	Target of under 10 minutes from on-site crews

	Apparatus Fleet
	Full fleet distributed across both older stations
	Fleet reduced by 50% (for south end stations)

	Property & Overhead
	Ongoing maintenance and utility costs for 2 facilities
	Surplus 2 properties/land sold; significantly lower overhead



4. Anticipated Q&A Guidelines for Media Inquiries
Q: Where exactly will the new station be located?
A: The station will be built in the area of Cultus Bay Road and Deer Lake Road. This location was chosen strategically to optimize our coverage and speed up response times specifically for the South East portion of our district.
Q: Why can't you just upgrade the current Clinton and Maxwelton stations?
A: Both facilities are too small, outdated, and their current footprints cannot be expanded to include the infrastructure required for overnight staffing, modern fire apparatus deployment, and professional crew health and safety quarters.
Q: How does this change benefit taxpayers or lower operational costs?
A: Consolidating these two facilities into Station 32 directly drops operational overhead. By transitioning into a single hub, we will be able to surplus and sell both the Clinton and Maxwelton station properties. Furthermore, we are shrinking our redundant fire apparatus fleet which dramatically slashes ongoing fleet maintenance, insurance, and equipment replacement costs.
