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Public Meeting of the Board of Commissioners
Wednesday, July 29, 2026 – 6:00pm

 Minutes
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· Call to Order
Commissioner Towers called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.
· Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Noblet motions to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Towers seconded.
            	Motion passed unanimously

· Presentation / Q&A New Fire Station
Chief Walsh shared a Power Point Presentation on the new Fire Station located in Clinton along with display posters, depicting style options for the new station.  Chief walked us through a brief history of South Whidbey Fire/EMS and informed members of the public that we have not stopped serving our community, since SWFE was first established back in 1950.   

SWFE 5-year Strategic Plan 2026-2030 outlines the initiatives for the fire district, and the new station is a vital part of the long-term fiscal responsibility and safety of our community.   Data graphs during the presentation show the growth of the district and that the station’s location in Clinton is strategic for arriving on scene in less than 10minutes.  

A member of the public, who lives near Station 31 in Freeland, stated that WA State plans to add larger ferries to the Clinton/Mukilteo run and asked if the additional traffic and population would affect the location of the station.  
Chief Walsh and Commissioner Towers both answered that they don't foresee any negative effects arising from ferry traffic that would inhibit response times or the ability to serve the community. 
Commissioner Noblet made comment that the new station will be designed and built to meet modern seismic standards, adding that the older stations are not built to the current required code, and the new station will be seismically strong and stable.
The resident near Station 31 also stated that living near a station is relatively good and has no complaints.  He appreciates the discipline of the crews when using lights and sirens in a manner that doesn't disrupt the neighborhood.   He went further to add that it is comforting living near the station.  He appreciates all that the district does.  
Commissioner Towers asked if there were any more questions or concerns about the new station.  None was received.  

Commissioner Towers expressed appreciation to the members of the public for engaging and taking an interest in the strategic plans that South Whidbey Fire/EMS has for the community and invites them to stay and enjoy the refreshments.


· Adjourn
Commissioner Noblet motions to adjourn.  Commissioner Towers seconded.
    Motion passed unanimously

Commissioner Towers adjourns the public meeting at 6:32 pm.


Shari Schroeder,
Board Secretary 


image1.jpeg




